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Not intended for U.S. and UK Media 

Leverkusen, February 12, 2014 – Bayer HealthCare has successfully concluded the 

decentralized European registration procedure for its new transparent low dose 

contraceptive patch (gestodene/ethinylestradiol). The Health Authorities of the EU 

Member States will now grant national approvals for the product.  

 

“The new contraceptive patch will provide women with an additional choice of a low dose 

contraceptive,” said Dr. Jörg Möller, Member of the Bayer HealthCare Executive 

Committee and Head of Global Development. 

  

The contraceptive transdermal patch is small, round and transparent and contains 2.1 mg 

gestodene and 550 micrograms ethinylestradiol. Each transdermal patch releases 60 

micrograms gestodene per 24 hours and 13 micrograms ethinylestradiol per 24 hours. It 

is applied once a week either to the abdomen, buttocks or outer upper arm where it 

delivers a steady, continuous dose of hormones over the seven day application period. 

The systemic exposure is equal to oral doses as observed after daily administration of a 

combined oral contraceptive containing 60 micrograms gestodene and 20 micrograms 

ethinylestradiol. Each patch is replaced after seven days, and after three weeks, there is 

a hormone-free week. 

  

The data from clinical studies, including 4,200 women worldwide, show that the new low 

dose contraceptive patch is an efficacious contraceptive with a good safety profile. 

 

About Bayer HealthCare  

The Bayer Group is a global enterprise with core competencies in the fields of health 

care, agriculture and high-tech materials. Bayer HealthCare, a subgroup of Bayer AG with 

annual sales of EUR 18.6 billion (2012), is one of the world’s leading, innovative 

companies in the healthcare and medical products industry and is based in Leverkusen, 

“Green light” for Bayer’s new transparent low dose contraceptive 
patch in the EU 
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Germany. The company combines the global activities of the Animal Health, Consumer 

Care, Medical Care and Pharmaceuticals divisions. Bayer HealthCare’s aim is to 

discover, develop, manufacture and market products that will improve human and animal 

health worldwide. Bayer HealthCare has a global workforce of 54,900 employees (Dec 

31, 2012) and is represented in more than 100 countries. More information at 

www.healthcare.bayer.com.  
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Forward-Looking Statements  
This release may contain forward-looking statements based on current assumptions and forecasts made by Bayer 
Group or subgroup management. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to 
material differences between the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of the company 
and the estimates given here. These factors include those discussed in Bayer’s public reports which are available on 
the Bayer website at www.bayer.com. The company assumes no liability whatsoever to update these forward-looking 
statements or to conform them to future events or developments.  
 


