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Leverkusen, August 27, 2007 – Bayer MaterialScience is to transfer its shares in 

EXATEC to GE Plastics. This transaction will be completed subject to the approval of 

the relevant antitrust authorities. No statement will be made concerning the financial 

aspects.

With this decision, Bayer MaterialScience has opted to carry out its own independent 

development of polycarbonate automotive glazing, a market that is set to enjoy future 

growth. EXATEC was founded in 1998 as a 50:50 joint venture between Bayer and 

GE with the aim of developing technologies to produce automotive glazing systems 

from polycarbonate. The collaboration was instrumental in introducing polycarbonate 

to the market of automotive glazing. With immediate effect, Bayer MaterialScience 

will provide all customers with ongoing development of technologies for 

polycarbonate glazing and the tailor-made plastic Makrolon®.

Dr. Günter Hilken, head of the Polycarbonates Business Unit at Bayer 

MaterialScience, said: “In the next few years, Bayer MaterialScience anticipates fast 

growth in the potential applications for polycarbonate, particularly in the market for 

large panorama roofs. Several manufacturers are already confident of the 

advantages of our high-tech Makrolon®, for example Mercedes®, who are using it in 

the roof module of the GL-Class, and smart®, who are deploying it in the panorama 

roof of the new fortwo®.” Hilken added that, in the medium and long term, the 

freedom of design offered by the material, its weight saving and the opportunities it 

provides for integration mean it can also be used for rear windows, and open up 

further areas of application within the automotive industry.
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About Bayer MaterialScience: 

With 2006 sales of EUR 10.2 billion (continuing operations), Bayer MaterialScience 

is among the world’s largest polymer companies. Business activities are focused on 

the manufacture of high-tech polymer materials and the development of innovative 

solutions for products used in many areas of daily life. The main segments served 

are the automotive, electrical and electronics, construction and sports and leisure 

industries. Bayer MaterialScience has 30 production sites around the globe and 

employed approximately 14,900 people at the end of 2006. Bayer MaterialScience is 

a Bayer Group company. 
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Forward-looking statements 

This news release contains forward-looking statements based on current assumptions and forecasts made by 

Bayer Group management. Various known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors could lead to 

material differences between the actual future results, financial situation, development or performance of the 

company and the estimates given here. These factors include those discussed in our annual and interim reports 

to the Frankfurt Stock Exchange and in our reports filed with the U.S. Securities and Exchange Commission 

(including our Form 20-F). The company assumes no liability whatsoever to update these forward-looking 

statements or to conform them to future events or developments. 


